Sole Parent Support - June 2014 quarter
Sole Parent Support (SPS) is for sole parents with dependent children under 14 who can look or prepare for part-time work.
Key Facts
At the end of June 2014:

· 74,027 working-age people were receiving Sole Parent Support. 

· 2.7 percent of the working-age population of New Zealand were receiving Sole Parent Support.

· Sole Parent Support recipients are more likely to be aged between 25 and 39, and to be female.

· 80 percent of recipients of Sole Parent Support had been receiving any benefit continuously for more than one year.

Between June 2013 and June 2014:

· The number of recipients of Sole Parent Support decreased by 8,870, or 11 percent. 

· There were decreases in benefit receipt across all ethnic groups. NZ Europeans had the largest percentage decrease.

· There were decreases in SPS numbers across all age groups.

· The percentage of the working-age population on Sole Parent Support fell.

Characteristics of working-age recipients of Sole Parent Support, at the end of June 2009, 2013 and 2014
	
	Jun-2009
	Jun-2013
	Jun-2014
	Annual change

	Male
	7,754
	7,534
	6,287
	-1,247
	-17%

	Female
	75,633
	75,363
	67,740
	-7,623
	-10%

	NZ European
	31,040
	28,976
	25,172
	-3,804
	-13%

	Mäori
	35,767
	37,536
	34,314
	-3,222
	-9%

	Pacific peoples
	8,429
	8,174
	7,231
	-943
	-12%

	All other ethnicities* 
	6,735
	6,975
	6,267
	-708
	-10%

	Unspecified ethnicity
	1,416
	1,236
	1,043
	-193
	-16%

	18-24
	18,276
	18,424
	16,506
	-1,918
	-10%

	25-39
	45,291
	44,143
	39,874
	-4,269
	-10%

	40-54
	18,926
	19,268
	16,643
	-2,625
	-14%

	55-64
	894
	1,062
	1,004
	-58
	-5%

	Continuous duration on any benefit
	
	
	
	
	

	     One year or less
	20,590
	15,067
	14,590
	-477
	-3%

	     More than one year
	62,797
	67,830
	59,437
	-8,393
	-12%

	Caring for a dependent child
	
	
	
	
	

	     Under 5 years
	44,799
	45,626
	42,109
	-3,517
	-8%

	     5-13 years
	38,427
	37,139
	31,825
	-5,314
	-14%

	Total number of recipients of SPS
	83,387
	82,897
	74,027
	-8,870
	-11%

	Percentage of working-age main benefit population receiving SPS
	27%
	27%
	25%
	
	

	Percentage of working-age population receiving SPS
	3.1%
	3.0%
	2.7%
	
	


* Includes Other Europeans, Asian peoples and Middle Eastern/Latin American/African peoples.
Five-year trend

The number of clients receiving Sole Parent Support at the end of June increased between 2009 and 2011, then decreased over the last three years. This pattern reflects changes in economic conditions.
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The proportion of the working-age population who were receiving Sole Parent Support at the end of June trended upward between 2009 and 2011, but decreased over the last three years.
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