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	Sole Parent Support – March 2017 Quarter



Sole Parent Support (SPS) is for sole parents with dependent children under 14 years who can look or prepare for part-time work.

Key Facts
At the end of March 2017:

· 62,212 working-age
 people were receiving Sole Parent Support 

· 2.2 percent of the working-age population of New Zealand
 were receiving Sole Parent Support
· the majority of Sole Parent Support recipients were female (92.0 percent) and aged between 25 and 39 years (58.2 percent)
· 76.2 percent of Sole Parent Support recipients had been receiving a benefit continuously for more than one year.


Comparing March 2017 with March 2016:

· the number of recipients of Sole Parent Support decreased by 4,175, or 6.3 percent 

· there were decreases in recipient numbers for all ethnic groups 

· there were decreases in Sole Parent Support numbers across all age groups

· the proportion of the working-age population receiving Sole Parent Support decreased from 2.4 percent to 2.2 percent.
Table 1: Characteristics of working-age recipients of Sole Parent Support at the end of March 2012, 2016 and 2017
	
	Mar-12
	Mar-16
	Mar-17
	Annual change

	Gender

	Male
	8,314
	5,420
	4,963
	-457
	-8.4%

	Female
	80,195
	60,967
	57,249
	-3,718
	-6.1%

	Ethnic group

	NZ European
	31,380
	20,183
	18,430
	-1,753
	-8.7%

	Māori
	39,221
	31,461
	29,660
	-1,801
	-5.7%

	Pacific peoples
	8,967
	7,202
	6,659
	-543
	-7.5%

	All other ethnicities See Note 1
	7,457
	6,560
	6,291
	-269
	-4.1%

	Unspecified ethnicity
	1,484
	981
	1,172
	191
	19.5%

	Age group

	18-24 years
	19,989
	13,698
	11,579
	-2,119
	-15.5%

	25-39 years
	46,954
	37,409
	36,212
	-1,197
	-3.2%

	40-54 years
	20,527
	14,349
	13,503
	-846
	-5.9%

	55-64 years
	1,039
	931
	918
	-13
	-1.4%

	Continuous duration on any benefit

	One year or less
	16,768
	14,662
	14,816
	154
	1.1%

	More than one year
	71,741
	51,725
	47,396
	-4,329
	-8.4%

	Caring for a dependent child

	Under 5 years
	48,643
	37,376
	33,950
	-3,426
	-9.2%

	5-13 years
	39,725
	28,970
	28,188
	-782
	-2.7%

	Total number of recipients of Sole Parent Support
	88,509
	66,387
	62,212
	-4,175
	-6.3%

	Percentage of working-age main benefit population receiving Sole Parent Support
	27.4%
	23.7%
	22.4%
	--
	--

	Percentage of working-age population receiving Sole Parent Support
	3.3%
	2.4%
	2.2%
	--
	--


Note 1: All other ethnicities includes Other Europeans, Asian people and Middle Eastern/Latin American/African peoples.

Five-year trend

The number of clients receiving Sole Parent Support at the end of March decreased over the last five years. This pattern reflects changes in economic conditions and the decrease in the number of sole parents.

Figure 1: Quarterly Sole Parent Support numbers, March 2012 to March 2017
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The proportion of the working-age population who were receiving Sole Parent Support at the end of March decreased from 2012.
Figure 2: Proportion of working-age population receiving Sole Parent Support, March 2012 to March 2017
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� Working-age recipients are aged 18-64 years. This definition reflects the minimum age of eligibility for most main benefits and the age of qualification for New Zealand Superannuation.


� Based on Statistics NZ National Population Estimate year ended June for relevant years.
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